
Dear Members and Friends,      October 25, 2007 
 
I’m in the holiday spirit!  Too early, you say?  Well, not according to a certain Search Committee 
member who excitedly showed me the fruits of an early shopping expedition just prior to last 
Tuesday’s committee meeting.  (I should add that the fruits were modest as well as carefully and 
lovingly chosen.) But it’s not those holidays I’m talking about!  Please read on! 
 

It’s a Holiday at Park Hall: Join Us for Our Founders Day (Stiftungsfest) Celebration!  
 
For the 155th consecutive year we will be gathering to honor and celebrate – with sublime music, fine 
words, and great food – the founding (and founders) of this one-of-a-kind congregation.  Our special 
guest speaker is Dr. Anke Ortlepp, Acting Director of the German Historical Institute in Washington 
D.C.  Dr. Ortlepp is the author, most recently, of Auf Denn, Ihre Schwestern: Deutschamerikanische 
Frauenvereine in Milwaukee Wisconsin, 1844-1914, which examines how German-American women 
in Milwaukee built their own organizations to move beyond the gender roles that had restricted them, 
realize their potential as social agents, and make an important contribution to their ethnic community.  
Free Congregation historical materials have figured prominently in Dr. Ortlepp’s scholarly research.  
Dr. Ortlepp’s visit would not have been possible without the moral and financial support of the UW-
Madison German Department and the Max Kade Institute.  Special thanks to Joe Salmons (last year’s 
Stiftungsfest speaker) for his kind assistance. 
 

And There Will Be Music… 
 
Jack Holzhueter has assembled a six-member guest choir to perform one of the musical treasures 
discovered in the Free Congregation Music Library: Zum Stiftungsfest!  Our guest performers are: 
Colleen Paul (soprano), Carrie and Jackie Kolb (alto), Isaac Danforth (tenor), Kurt Eakle and Nolan 
Lendved (bass). 
 

And It’s Our Grandest Potluck of the Year! 
 
We’ll be hard pressed to surpass last year’s Founders Day potluck… but we can do it!  Here’s how:   
 

• We’ve already accepted offers from five households to bring a main dish (defined as an entrée 
large enough to serve at least eight people).  We need at least two more main dishes.  Please 
contact Reece Donihi (ramphoto@verizon.net or 643-8326) or Jim Mundt 
(kulehand_luke@yahoo.com or 643-2935). 

• Salads: Last names beginning with A to G. 

• Side Dishes: Last names beginning with H to Q. 

• Desserts: Last names beginning with R to Z. 

• Beverages: We’ll provide milk, apple cider, and lemonade.  Other contributions welcome! 
 
If this sounds too programmatic for freethinkers, please, then, surprise us with your best effort!  
 

Special Thanks! 
 
Last Sunday’s field trip to the Aldo Leopold Legacy Center was delightful, inspirational, and very well 
attended.  Estimates of crowd size ranged from 38 to 40!  Rumor has it that there’s talk of splitting our 
Sunday programming between Park Hall and the Legacy Center, if only so that we can share in the 
adventure of that marvelous building’s journey through its first year cycle!  Rumors aside, none of this 
would have been possible without the efforts and expertise of Curt Meine.  Our sincere thanks to Curt 
and to Aldo Leopold Foundation Communications Coordinator Craig Maier for their patience, 
generosity, and insight.  I hope the Foundation picked up a few new members as a result of our trip!  
 



Directory Information:  Coming Your Way, Coming Back This Way 
 
The entire membership has received the directory information “accuracy check” document, but several 
of you have not yet responded.  Please do!  Otherwise expect a late night phone call or a seasonably 
ghoulish knock on the door!  (Tricks, no treats.)  Most of the friends of the congregation have also 
received it; the final batch will go out before the end of the week.  A certain administrator is very eager 
to release this particular albatross! 
 

Search Process Update 
 
The Search Committee met last Tuesday at the Village Booksmith on the square in Baraboo to finalize 
the Position Description and to work out the details of job posting: what channels and networks to use, 
how to distribute our information, etc.  The upshot is that the position will be announced by early next 
week and all pertinent materials will soon be available on our website.  We will need everyone’s help 

to make sure that news of this position reaches everyone it should!  If you have ideas of how and 
where to circulate the job posting, or know of individuals that should be made aware of it, please 
contact someone from the Search Committee, as soon as possible: 
 

Eleanor Chiquoine chiq@jvlnet.com  608-524-2478 
Curt Meine  curt@savingcranes.org 608-643-2015 
Mary Ellen Sabourin mesabourin@wisc.edu 608-355-3839 

 

Upcoming Programs and Events at Park Hall 
 
Sunday, �ovember 4, 10:00am – Spiritual Reflection Hour: “Gratitude/Appreciation”, facilitated 
by RuthAnn Corrao.  You are invited to share your story of how gratitude and appreciation play a part 
in shaping and enriching your life.  Or just come and listen in! 
 
Friday, 8ovember 9, 7:30 p.m. – Bryan Bowers in Concert – Bryan is a world-renowned autoharpist, 
singer-songwriter, and storyteller.  Tickets are $15.00 in advance or at the door, and are available at the 
Sauk Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce or through Michael. 
 
Sunday, �ovember 11, 10:00am – UU Service with guest speaker Julie Tallard Johnson.  More 
details in next week’s newsletter. 
 
Saturday, 8ovember 17, 7:00 p.m. – Tango Madison will make their debut in Sauk Prairie with this 
Milonga – an evening of music and dance.  Join the milangueros!  The current plan calls for Tango 
Madison to offer some basic dance instruction prior to the big event.  We hope this will be the kick-off 
event for a series of monthly dances at Park Hall.  We’re even looking into booking a live band every 
so often.  More details to come. 
 

Special Announcements from Members and Friends 
 
Animal House Pet Portraits – Saturday, October 27, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Get a photo of your pet and 
contribute to a couple of worthy causes at the same time.  A chunk of the proceeds will go to the Sauk County 
Humane Society and to Kindred Spirits.  Animal House Pet Supplies is located at 733 Phillips Blvd. in Sauk 
City, across the street from Piggly Wiggly.  Their phone number is 643-2234. 
 
Free Film: The Ultimate Gift – Thursday, 8ovember 15, 6:15 p.m. at the Al Ringling Theatre in Baraboo.  
This 20th Century Fox film stars Drew Fuller, Abigail Breslin, and James Garner (of Maverick and Rockford 
Files fame).  Sponsored by the Planned Giving Council of South Central Wisconsin, this free special event is 
intended to raise awareness about charitable gift planning.  For more information, visit 
www.theultimategift.com and www.leavelegacy.org  


