Dear Members and Friends, November 1, 2007

Welcome to November — the month that, in my childhood, was the unofficial beginning of winter... in
Wausau, Wisconsin, at any rate. As I sit here typing this brief newsletter to you, the sun is pouring in
the windows of Park Hall, the russets and browns of the trees — those that still have their leaves — are
proudly announcing their pre-eminence, and the squirrels are playful but a little bewildered, having
completed (it seems to me) most of their winter preparation weeks ago. As I told Gigi when I left the
house this morning, I’d be perfectly happy with six months of this weather, two of snowy winter, two
of spring, and two of summer. Likewise, if I could have and hold fixed my own preferred mix of
theological positions in a religious community, I’d choose... but I won’t go there! My chances of
obtaining it are about the same as my getting the seasons apportioned the way I want them. My
alternatives are: being a congregation of one; or choosing to share, listen, cooperate, compromise, relax
(1) ... and understand that there are others in the same situation that I’m in, and that there are myriad
riches that come from being among like-minded, rather than identically-minded, people. — Michael

This Sunday’s Spiritual Reflection Hour

RuthAnn Corrao will lead and facilitate this Sunday’s roundtable discussion on the topic of
“Gratitude/Appreciation”. You are all invited to share your story of how gratitude and appreciation
play a part in shaping and enriching your life. And you’re also welcome to just listen in. We begin at
10:00; morning beverages and snacks provided (and welcome).

Thanks to All for a Great Founders Day Celebration!

The music was surpassingly beautiful, our musical guests were extraordinary... and a recording project
is in the works! Our guest speaker’s original and important research highlighted a number of aspects
of the Freie Gemeinde that were unique among liberal German societies of the time and at least five
decades ahead of the rest of America in recognizing women as full and equal and office-holding
members — all of which should make us proud to be part of that tradition. And the potluck, from the
comments | heard, was the best ever. Thanks to everyone for making it a grand Freethinker holiday!

November 9™ Concert at Park Hall: Bryan Bowers

Bryan Bowers, internationally acclaimed auto-harpist and storyteller, will perform at Park Hall at
7:30pm Friday, November 9. This special concert is made possible by an exclusive arrangement
between Mr. Bowers, a local music enthusiast and promoter, and the Free Congregation. Tickets are
$15.00 and may be purchased in advance at the Sauk Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce, 421 Water
Street, Suite 105. Michael also has some.

Because $15.00 is a little steep for some of us, and thanks to an anonymous donor, a limited number
of $10.00 tickets are available to Free Congregation members and families who might otherwise
not be able to attend this special concert. Please see Michael.

For those of you who want to know a little more about Bryan Bowers, the following excerpt is from his

website ( ). You can hear some of his music at www.rhapsody.com/bryanbowers
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Upcoming Programs and Events at Park Hall

Friday, November 9, 7:30 p.m. — Bryan Bowers in Concert — Bryan is a world-renowned autoharpist,
singer-songwriter, and storyteller. Tickets are $15.00 in advance or at the door, and are available at the
Sauk Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce or through Michael. (4lso, see note above.)

Sunday, November 11, 10:00am — UU Service — Our guest speaker will be Julie Tallard Johnson; her
talk is titled “Entering the Wheel of Initiation”. Complete details next week.

Saturday, November 17, 7:00 p.m. — Tango Madison will make their debut in Sauk Prairie with this
Milonga — an evening of music and dance. Join the milangueros! Tango Madison will offer some
basic instruction in Argentine Tango from 7-8 pm. (The dance will include some other ballroom
dances as well. No experience required!) Light food and beverages provided. We hope this will be
the kick-off event for a series of monthly dances at Park Hall. We’re even looking into booking a live
band every so often. More details to come.

Special Announcements from Members and Friends

Saturday, November 3, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. — 4™ Annual Prairie Festival at Badger Army Ammunition
Plant. Celebrate another year of community involvement at Badger! Children’s prairie games and crafts, live
folk music, seed cleaning and planting, and more. Lunch will be available for purchase. Sponsored by the Sauk
Prairie Conservation Alliance. 608-477-0573 or alison@saukprairievision.org

Free Film: The Ultimate Gift — Thursday, November 15, 6:15 p.m. at the Al Ringling Theatre in Baraboo.
This 20™ Century Fox film stars Drew Fuller, Abigail Breslin, and James Garner (of Maverick and Rockford
Files fame). Sponsored by the Planned Giving Council of South Central Wisconsin, this free special event is
intended to raise awareness about charitable gift planning. For more information, visit § !
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Women’s Expo — Saturday, November 17, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Baraboo Arts Banquet Hall, 323 Water
Street. This benefit for Hope House of South Central Wisconsin features demonstrations, food, health and
wellness exhibitors, an all-day silent auction, a live auction beginning at 1:00 p.m., and over 60 vendors and info
booths. Hope House provides shelter, advocacy, and education to people affected by domestic violence and
sexual assault.

Visit our website’s calendar of events for more listings of upcoming
programs and events! The website is undergoing extensive and much-
needed updating and renovation - please bear with us.

www.freecongregation.org



