Dear Members and Friends, November 7, 2007

In addition to the usual attachments (or enclosures), this newsletter comes to you with the Position
Description of the Minister/Speaker that the Search Committee is now circulating and that is posted on
our website (along with supporting materials: www.freecongregation.org).

The members of the Search Committee have asked me to include it because they feel it is critical that
we tap every resource we have — and that includes our members and friends — to help get the word out
about this position. We are hoping to utilize every appropriate channel and network available to us.
Thank you for your help!

This Sunday’s Program at Park Hall

We are delighted to welcome Sauk Prairie area psychotherapist, author, transpersonal consultant, and
creative writing coach Julie Tallard Johnson back to the Free Congregation podium. Julie will lead the
UU Service and speak on the topic of “Entering the Wheel of Initiation.” Here’s a little more about
that, and about Julie:

The Wheel of Initiation leads you through your own journey of initiation which incorporates
your chosen spiritual practice and traditions. The Four Conditions give you the foundation
and the means in which to initiate yourself and to regenerate your community. The aspects
of yourself that are frozen in habitual ways, that remain uninitiated, will be thawed and
released when you practice these conditions in your life. Thomas Paine said, “It takes only
one person to change the world.” One initiated adult impacts everyone in his or her life and
naturally challenges the existing culture.

Initiation is about breaking free from the “cults”"—the cults of medicine, of religion, of
education, and the cult of family. Ultimately you break through the cult of personal habitual
thoughts, perceptions, and behaviors. You are then free to think fully for yourself, live more
authentically in the moment and trust your own intuitive truth. Parker Palmer, writer and
activist, encourages us to bring forth our true self in all settings, not to give in to the
existing illusions of the social environment. He writes that these are “ the illusion that
violence solves problems, that both rich and poor deserve their fate, that the young sent to
die in wars fought to defend the rich are heroes rather than victims, that the murderous
drugs are the way beyond despair—just to name a few. These illusions serve a societal
function: They keep us in place.”

Julie is the author of eight books, including , and
. She is the recipient of several writing awards, 1nclud1ng the winner of The Independent Book
Pubhsher Awards for 2002. She makes her home in Spring Green.

Prior to This Sunday: Friday Night Concert at Park Hall with Bryan Bowers

Bryan Bowers, internationally acclaimed auto-harpist and storyteller, will perform at Park Hall at
7:30pm Friday, November 9. This special concert is made possible by an exclusive arrangement
between Mr. Bowers, a local music enthusiast and promoter, and the Free Congregation. Tickets are
$15.00 and may be purchased in advance at the Sauk Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce, 421 Water
Street, Suite 105. Michael also has some.

Because $15.00 is a little steep for some of us, and thanks to an anonymous donor, a limited number
of $10.00 tickets are available to Free Congregation members and families who might otherwise
not be able to attend this special concert. These are only available from Michael. Call to reserve
tickets with him — 608-588-2048 — and he will meet you when you arrive at the Hall.



Upcoming Programs and Events at Park Hall

Friday, November 9, 7:30 p.m. — Bryan Bowers in Concert — Bryan is a world-renowned autoharpist,
singer-songwriter, and storyteller. Tickets are $15.00 in advance or at the door, and are available at the
Sauk Prairie Area Chamber of Commerce or through Michael.

Sunday, November 11, 10:00am — UU Service — Our guest speaker will be Julie Tallard Johnson; her
talk is titled “Entering the Wheel of Initiation”. 1 RE and Child Care.

Saturday, November 17, 6:30 p.m. — Tango Madison will make their debut in Sauk Prairie with this

— an evening of music and dance. Join the ! ! Tango Madison will offer some
basic instruction in Argentine Tango from 6:30-7:30 pm, followed by a half-hour dance
demonstration... and then the main event, ‘til midnight. (The dance will include some other ballroom
dances as well. No experience required!) Light food and beverages provided. $7 for Tango Madison
members; $7 for non-members who take the dance lesson and stay for the dance; $10 for non-members
attending just the dance. You may bring your own beer or wine.

Sunday, November 18, 10:00am — Free Thought Forum. Our guest speaker will be Jeannine
Richards from the Aldo Leopold Foundation. Jeannine has completed Al Gore’s “Climate Project”
training and will talk to us about that as well as about the latest developments on the Global Warming
battle lines.

Tuesday, November 20, 6:00-7:15pm — Danskinetics Class with Victoria Ellington-Deitz.
Danskinetics combines yoga and dance to music. It is for everyone who likes to dance and stretch and
breathe and relax. The class is designed to accommodate all abilities. Everyone is welcome. $10 fee.

Special Announcements from Members and Friends

Women’s Expo — Saturday, November 17, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Baraboo Arts Banquet Hall, 323 Water
Street. This benefit for Hope House of South Central Wisconsin features demonstrations, food, health and
wellness exhibitors, an all-day silent auction, a live auction beginning at 1:00 p.m., and over 60 vendors and info
booths. Hope House provides shelter, advocacy, and education to people affected by domestic violence and
sexual assault.

Visit our website’s calendar of events for more listings of upcoming
programs and events! The website is undergoing extensive and much-
needed updating and renovation - please bear with us.

www.freecongregation.org



