
Dear Members and Friends,               December 27, 2007 
 
I’m hoping that everyone who wishes to is able to share at least some part of this Sunday’s 
special program and activity as we embrace the winter season and its special beauty, say “so 
long” to 2007 and “hello” to the New Year.  If you’d like to join in but might have trouble get-
ting to where we are, please contact Reece or Michael and we’ll do our best to have you with us.   
 
If you can’t make it Sunday, please have a safe and happy New Year’s holiday weekend!  We’ll 
look forward to seeing you early in 2008!        – Michael 
 
 

This Sunday: Sacred Sites Program Followed by a Day at Devil’s Lake! 
 
This big day begins at Park Hall at 10:00 a.m. with a program titled “Sacred Sites of 
Southwestern Wisconsin” presented by Chloris Lowe, Jr. – who happens to be Jack Keenan’s 
uncle (in the traditional way of the Ho-Chunk Nation).  Chloris will show slides of some of the 
sites and petroglyphs he has found in SW Wisconsin and talk specifically about his work with 
the State Historical Society in preserving burial sites in Wisconsin, what the laws are regarding 
sacred sites, and the responsibilities we all have in preserving these endangered sacred places. 
 
Chloris Lowe, Jr. is a member of the Sky Clan of the sovereign Ho-Chunk Nation (HCN). He has 
dedicated well over two decades of his professional life to working with and for the Native American 
Nations. Lowe's leadership was instrumental in the planning, development and implementation of the 
economic foundation of a multi-billion dollar tribal economy. The Nations members have twice elected him 
the leader of the Ho-Chunk Nation. He personally negotiated on behalf of the HCN with the U.S. 
government for recovery of 1200 acres of Traditional land for the Ho-Chunk Nation and the co-
management of 6,369 acres with the State of Wisconsin.  
Chloris has developed day-to-day working relationships with Tribal Leaders from all over the Americas. 
Since 1980 he has successfully worked with and negotiated with U.S. Senators, Congressman, Governors 
and local officials to develop and bring projects into Indian Country which have benefited both the native 
and non-native communities.  
In his leisure time, Chloris backpacks into the canyon country of the Four Corners area of the southwest 
(Utah, Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona) to explore ancient Native American cultural sites which date in 
time to 6,500 B.C. He also enjoys hunting, fishing, and jogging. 
 
Following the program at the Hall, you are invited to find your way to Devil’s Lake State Park 
– hereafter referred to as “Spirit Lake” – where we have rented a shelter for the day and evening.  
Chloris will hike with us to a few impressive mounds close by our shelter. 
 
At this time, it looks like the potluck will take place after the hike, i.e. midday.  Following that, 
we will have both indoor and outdoor activities.  Bring your equipment – skis, snowshoes, ice 
augers (I’d have to check on that!).  We have heard there’s a great cross-country trail near our 
building.  Here’s what else you should know.   
 
Shelter Times: We are renting from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.  (But don’t forget there’s a program 
at Park Hall at 10:00am!) 
 
Shelter: We are in the Red Oak building, which is next to the South Shore Concession.  It has a 
seating capacity of 100, with tables and chairs.  Four electrical outlets.  It is heated and has a 
fireplace, which we plan on using throughout the day and evening. 
Firewood: All who can bring a firewood contribution, please do!  No one person needs to bring 
a ton. 
 
Facilities: Heated bathrooms are adjacent to the shelter. 
 



Potluck: Jim Mundt is bringing a gallon of split-pea soup (with ham) and cornbread, we know 
that much!  We’ll need at least two more main dishes and lots of interesting “sides”. 
 
Beverages: Alcohol can be brought in and consumed in the park… responsibly. 
 
Dishes & Silverware: For now, let’s plan on bringing our own service.  That will keep us from 
having to buy and then dispose of a ton of paper/plastic products. 
 
Admission Sticker: These are required and they do make a point of ticketing cars that are 
unstickered.  For Wisconsin residents a daily pass costs $7.00 ($3 for 65 and over).  A 2008 
annual pass, available now and valid from the date of purchase, costs $25.00 ($10 for 65 and 
over). Self-service payments can be made as you enter the South Shore shelter area. 
 
Carpooling: Always a good idea; even better if you don’t want to buy a pass. 
 
Music and Dance: Does someone have a good boom box?  If so, please contact Reece Donihi 
(643-8326) or Jim Mundt (643-2935).  Everyone has good music to bring!  Don’t forget dance 
music! 
 
Musical Instruments: Yes, bring ‘em! 
 
How to Get There:  See the enclosed (or attached) park maps. 
 

From Park Hall or the Sauk Prairie area, get on US 12 going toward Baraboo.  A couple 
of miles after you’ve climbed the big hill beyond Badger Ammunition, take a right (east) on 
Highway 159.  In about a mile you’ll intersect with 123.  You’ll want to turn right (south).  
Now, rather than curve left on DL (which would take you to the North entrance) you want to 
keep going straight south onto South Shore Road.  Within a mile and a half, you will turn left 
onto South Lake Road.  Follow this to the South Shore Visitor Center, just beyond which is 
the entrance to the parking lot for the shelter areas.  Somewhere around the visitor center you 
will be able to self-serve purchase an admission sticker – as I believe there is no one on duty 
there at this time of year.  The north (park headquarters) entrance (curve onto DL instead of 
continuing down to South Shore Road) will be staffed on Sunday. 
 
From the south or east on Interstate Highway 90/94, take State Highway 33 west about 15 
miles to Baraboo. Turn left (south) on State Highway 123 and follow the directions above. 
 
From the northwest on I-90/94, go right (south) at exit 92. Take US Highway 12-East about 
10 miles to State Highway 159. Turn left (east) on Highway 159 and follow the directions 
above. 

 
If you have more questions about anything, please contact Reece Donihi at 643-8326 (or cell 

phone: 608-345-0339). 

 

Last Call for Park Hall Philosophy Class on “The God Questions” 
 
Andrew Kerr, who spoke to us last spring on “Aspects of Atheism” and will be speaking in 
February and March on “Rational Theism”, will guide us through eight sessions of reading, 
discussion, and exploration on, well, God-stuff.  The first four sessions will deal with Theistic 
positions, the next four on Skeptical and Atheistic positions.  These will not be lectures; there 

will be ample time for discussion and digression! 
 
We’ll meet from 7:00-8:30 p.m. on eight Wednesday evenings at Park Hall beginning January 9th 
through March 5th with February 6th as the week off.  (A ninth and social session will be held at 
Michael’s house sometime in March – and will no doubt result in the long-sought resolution of 
all questions on this subject.)  The fee will be approximately $60 per person.  Please contact 
Michael asap for more details: spikeyboy@earthlink.net or 608-588-2048. 



 

We 1ow Have Three Applications for the Minister/Speaker Position 
 
Shortly after extending the deadline for applications (to January 25, 2008), the Search 
Committee received a third very solid application for the position.  Although the Committee will 
begin its work processing the applications and setting up interviews, you can still help get the 
word out about this position.  You may find – and direct people to – all materials related to the 
position search on our website: www.freecongregation.org  Thanks for your help and patience! 
 
The Search Committee members are: 
 
Mary Ellen Sabourin 355-3839 mesabourin@wisc.edu 
Curt Meine  643-2015 curt@savingcranes.org 
Eleanor Chiquoine 524-2478 chiq@jvlnet.com 
 
They are being assisted by Beth Persche (FCSC Board President), Fred Clark (Past President), 
and Michael Whaley (FCSC Administrator). 
 

1ew Directory is Published! 
 
For those of you who did not get a copy at the Holiday Program on Dec. 16, the Directory of 
Members and Friends of the Free Congregation of Sauk County is available for pick-up at Park 
Hall.  Alternatively, it can be mailed to you or you can request it via email in a PDF format.  
(Please send an email to Michael at spikeyboy@earthlink.net) 
 

Upcoming Programs and Events at Park Hall 
 
Sunday, December 30, 10:00am – 5th

 Sunday Special Program: Chloris Lowe Jr. of the Ho-
Chunk Nation will speak to us about “Sacred Sites of Southwestern Wisconsin”.  We’ll then 
remove ourselves, those that are willing, to Spirit (Devil’s) Lake, where we’ve rented a shelter 
for the day and evening.  We’ll finalize details in next week’s newsletter. 
 
Sunday, January 6, 10:00am – Spiritual Reflection Hour: The topic is “Birthday Angst” and 
the roundtable discussion will be facilitated by Maria Hansa. 
 
Sunday, January 13, 10:00am – UU Service.  The order of service will be somewhat abridged 
in order to allow a little extra time for our guest speaker: Scott Anderson from the Blue Mounds 
Dharma Center.  Scott is one of Wisconsin’s foremost yoga teachers. 
 

1on-Violent Communication Training Coming in February 
 
“Learning the Language of the Heart” – A 8onviolent Communication (8VC) Training will 
be offered at Park Hall on Friday (6:30-9:30pm) and Saturday (9:30am-5:30pm), February 15-
16.  It will be facilitated by Jeff Brown, a certified trainer with the Center for Nonviolent 
Communication.  The cost is $95/person; space is limited.  To register, contact RuthAnn or Jean 
at 608-643-3488 or rutabegga_2000@yahoo.com  (Look for more information in the weeks 

ahead.)  


