Dear Members and Friends, January 17, 2008

I hope that I am joined by the 35 adults who turned out for last Sunday’s UU service in thinking
that it felt good to come together again, after more than a month, for a service with most of the
trimmings: chalice lighting, joys and concerns, hymn singing (including a new one), and
children’s story (and education moment). (Thanks to Gigi La Budde for expertly mixing in just
the right portions of botany and ecology with the storytelling!) Although no Sunday (since our
last UU service on Dec. 9) has been lacking in interest and diversity — far from it! — the attraction
of familiar ritual and community sharing is not to be denied. Special thanks to Scott Anderson of
the Blue Mounds Dharma Center for providing an engaging and unusual twist on the “Small
Town lowa Teenage Star Athlete Makes Good” storyline — as in “Small Town ... Athlete Makes
Spiritual Enlightenment His Path!” Scott’s is a refreshing and inspiring story! —

This Sunday’s Free Thought Forum at Park Hall

FCSC member and UW-Baraboo professor Annette Kuhlmann will be the guest speaker at this
Sunday’s Free Thought Forum. Annette will speak on “Views from the Inside and Outside of
Prison Walls”, addressing the issue of incarceration from the perspectives of a sociologist,
college prison instructor, German, and Freethinker.

2007 Giving Statements to Be Mailed Early Next Week

If you made pledge payments or other cash donations to the Free Congregation in 2007, you will
be receiving a statement indicating the total amount of your 2007 giving. (This does not include
contributions made to the Sunday offertory collection, unless you dropped a pledge check —
clearly indicated as a pledge — into the basket.) If you have any questions after receiving the
statement, please contact Kathy Kunz, FCSC Treasurer, as soon as possible: 608-745-5869 or
kathyk@uwalumni.com.

Free Congregation Receives Grant for Park Hall Historic Preservation

Earlier this week we received official notification from the National Trust for Historic
Preservation that our application for a Wisconsin Projects Fund grant was approved and that
$7,578 has been allocated to match local funds to help support the Park Hall Historic Structures
Report (HSR). The HSR, which will be undertaken by Isthmus Architecture, Inc. of Madison,
will guide and inform the restoration and rehabilitation of our historically very significant home.

Efforts are already underway to raise local matching funds. We have received five contributions
to date, totaling $2600, from non-member friends of the congregation and Park Hall. This effort
to raise money from outside the congregation will continue. We hope to achieve the matching
total by February 15, 2008. If you have questions, please contact Michael Whaley.

The Guest Speaker for Our 156™ Annual Painesfest Holiday Celebration Is...

Mike McCabe, Executive Director of the Wisconsin Democracy Campaign — a nonpartisan
election watchdog agency that has been working, since 1995, for clean elections and
democracy. Mike has been a featured speaker at Fighting Bob Fest on several occasions. This
will be his first visit to Park Hall.

Don’t forget that our 156" annual Painesfest Potluck will take place immediately following the
program! More details to follow in next week’s newsletter.



Shall We Dance?

Some among us haven’t forgotten about the tantalizing prospect of dances as a regular activity at
Park Hall. Yet many among us feel that we might not have the experience or skills to venture
confidently onto the dance floor. Well, what would you say to introductory dance lessons, held
at Park Hall, involving almost exclusively Free Congregation members and friends? FCSC

member and dance aficionado RuthAnn Corrao has taken the , S0 to speak... as
4 WEEK DANCE SERIES [
Sundays: Feb. 3,10, 17,24 Time: 12:30-2:00pm

Place: Park Hall (downstairs)

Cost: $25/person; $45 for any 2 people, one who wants to learn to lead and one to follow
Instructors: RuthAnn Corrao and Matt Baumgartner

Minimum: 10 people  Registration: RuthAnn: 608-643-3488 or rutabegga_2000@yahoo.com

Upcoming Programs and Events at Park Hall

Sunday, January 20, 10:00am — Free Thought Forum. FCSC member and UW-Baraboo
Professor Annette Kuhlmann will speak on the topic of “Views from Inside and Outside of
Prison Walls”. Annette will discuss incarceration from the perspective of a sociologist, a prison
college instructor, a German, and a Freethinker.

Sunday, January 27, 10:00am — 156™ Annual Painesfest Celebration and Potluck! Mike
McCabe will be our guest speaker. $ S % #

Sunday, February 3, 10:00am — Spiritual Reflection Hour — Marilyn Fuss will facilitate a
roundtable discussion and sharing on the topic of “Life Transitions”.

Non-Violent Communication Training Coming in February

“Learning the Language of the Heart” — A Nonviolent Communication (NVC) Training will
be offered at Park Hall on Friday (6:30-9:30pm) and Saturday (9:30am-5:30pm), February 15-
16. It will be facilitated by Jeff Brown, a certified trainer with the Center for Nonviolent
Communication. The cost is $95/person; space is limited. To register, contact RuthAnn Corrao
or Jean at 608-643-3488 or rutabegga_2000@yahoo.com



