
 

 

 

Dear Members and Friends,      March 6, 2008 
 
Okay, so what is this “Meteorological spring” thing, anyway?  I, an inveterate weather buff, had never 
heard of it until a week ago.  Since then I’ve heard it mentioned, or read it in an email, half a dozen 
times.  As I understand it, the term refers to the months of March, April, and May, and is germane to 
the entire Northern Hemisphere.  That means it’s M-spring in Bangkok, Baghdad, Biloxi, Barneveld, 
and Point Barrow (Alaska).  How useful is that?  Surely it has something – perhaps everything – to do 
with the kind of winter we’ve had.  But now I’ve come up with my own definition.  It’s M-spring at 
my house when the sun starts to directly hit the roof over our front door… where, at present, a foot 
thick slab of ice rests in the rain gutter and extends several yards up onto the roof: an “ice jam” – a 
term I recall from the old days in Wausau but had forgotten about over the last decade or two.  
 
What I’m jazzed about is the prospect of seeing, smelling, and feeling a real spring ever so gradually 
emerge from this very real winter; and sharing the joy and wonder and “oh, isn’t it splendid!” of that 
unfolding with just about every blamed person who inhabits this tundra north of the 43rd parallel!  
Who’s on the look-out for skunk cabbage?  Call me!     – Michael  
 

This Sunday at Park Hall 
 
Our guest speaker this Sunday will be Buck Martin, a member of the Stockbridge-Munsee Band of 
Mohican, who will present “A Personal Perspective on Native American Spirituality.”  Mr. Martin is a 
graduate of the UW-Oshkosh with a BS in Education.  His career has spanned education, state 
government, federal government, and now includes lobbying and business development.  His main 
client is his own tribe, the Stockbridge-Munsee, now located in Shawano County, Wisconsin. 
 
Our pianist, Jack Holzhueter, will be joined by vocalists Jackie Kolb and Nolan Lendved, who will 
perform two songs for us:  “Là ci darem la mano” from Mozart’s Don Giovanni, and “Fate” from 
Kismet. 
 

Affirmation Vote – for Our 'ew Speaker – on Easter Sunday, March 23
rd
  

 
Following the program on Easter Sunday, we will convene an official meeting of the Free 
Congregation for an affirmation vote on the Search Committee's and Board's unanimous 
recommendation of Andrew Kerr to be our part-time Speaker on a one-year contract at 12-14 hours per 
week.  In addition to his other duties, Andrew will lead one program per month, on either the 2nd or 4th 
Sunday, beginning in May.  Following his first evaluation – probably near the end of August – he may 
be asked to lead both the 2nd and 4th Sunday programs – still on a quarter-time contract. 
 
All active members of the Free Congregation are eligible to vote.  Absentee balloting will be available.  
If you are unable to attend the meeting on the 23rd, a ballot can be filled out and signed at Park Hall 
both this Sunday, March 9th, and the following Sunday, March 16th.  You may request a ballot by mail 
prior to noon on Friday, March 14th.  Contact Michael Whaley, 608-588-2048.  Such ballots must be 
returned and received no later than Saturday, March 22nd. 
 
If you have not yet met Andrew Kerr, or had an opportunity to hear him speak, he will be the presenter 
at the Free Thought Forum on Theism on March 16th.  Andrew has kindly offered to stay after the 
program to meet and converse with congregation members and friends. 
 

 

 



 

Park Hall Historic Funding: Almost There and Looking to Finish 
 
Over the past three months we have been quietly raising money to match a $7600 grant from the 
Wisconsin Projects Fund of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  The $15,200 total will fund a 
Historic Structure Report (HSR) for Park Hall and its campus.  The HSR will be undertaken by 
Isthmus Architecture Inc. of Madison.  An HSR is a prerequisite for any future application for funding 
from foundations, corporations, government programs, and most individual philanthropists to support 
“bricks & mortar” (hands-on preservation, rehabilitation, and/or restoration) work.  It is also a 
prerequisite for gaining National Historic Landmark status, which is a goal we hope to achieve within 
the next two to three years.  Landmark status will not only put us in the top echelon of national historic 
designations, it will open up other significant sources of funding – e.g. Save America’s Treasures – for 
future preservation and restoration work. 
 
We have raised (or received pledges for) $6150 of the matching funds from a dozen different donors – 
some members, some friends, some people from far away that most of us have never met but who have 
strong family and/or emotional ties to the Hall.  We are looking to complete the fundraising by March 
21.  If you can help, please make out a check to Park Hall Preservation Foundation and write “HSR 
Fund” in the memo line.  All contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  If you have 
questions, please contact Michael Whaley, who is coordinating the HSR effort.  Thank you! 
 

Something about Socinus?  Our Membership Takes a Quantum Leap! 
 
Following last night’s Philosophy Class session – number seven of eight – in which Andrew Kerr 
guided the class through both the theology of the 16th century philosopher Socinus and the poem, The 
Idea of Order at Key West, by Wallace Stevens, Board members Gigi La Budde and Jack Ferver 
joyfully officiated as no less than FIVE people, after agreeing to abide by the principles and bylaws of 
the Congregation, SIGNED OUR MEMBERSHIP BOOK!  Was it an after-effect of having observed a 
lunar eclipse two weeks earlier, during class #5?  No, these were clear-thinking, free-will-acting, well-
schooled and fully dimensional human beings… whom we are delighted to welcome to our one-of-a-
kind religious community: Mary Ann and John McKenna, Erin and Scott Raasch, and Alan Green.  
Hooray! 
 

Dance II, the Sequel, Postponed Until April 
 
Because of a batch of busy Sundays in March, the second round of dance classes has been rescheduled 
for April.  This set of four classes will follow the same structure and format as the last set of classes, 
reviewing the basic skills and adding more moves.  If you have any experience at all in these dances, 
this is for you! 

 
4 WEEK DA'CE SERIES (one week each of East Coast Swing, Fox Trot, Waltz, & Country 2-Step) 
Sundays:  April 6, 13, 20, 27.     Time:   12:30-2:00pm 
Place:  Park Hall (downstairs) 
Cost:   $25/person; $45 for any 2 people, one who wants to learn to lead and one to follow 
Instructors:  RuthAnn Corrao and Matt Baumgartner 
Minimum: 10 people       Registration: RuthAnn: 608-643-3488 or rutabegga_2000@yahoo.com 

 

Tyrol Basin Ski Trip Scheduled for March 16
th
 

 
The once-postponed ski trip to Tyrol Basin, near Mount Horeb, will try again on March 16th.  Head out 
with guide Reece Donihi after the program or plan to convene at 1:00 p.m. at Tyrol.  At least 12 
participants are needed for us to get the group rate.  An early sign-up saves us money.  A sign-up sheet 
will be distributed at this Sunday’s morning program.  Or contact Reece asap.  (The Tyrol group rate 



sheet was attached to last week’s newsletter.)  Reece has generously offered to give lessons… and 
answer any questions you have about clothing, equipment, your future in ski racing, etc.  Reece Donihi 
– ramphoto@verizon.net – 608-643-8326 (home) – 608-345-0339 (cell). 
 

 

Upcoming Programs and Events at Park Hall 
 
Sunday, March 9, 10:00am – UU Service – “A Personal Perspective on Native American Spirituality” 
with guest speaker Buck Martin (see article, above). 
 
Sunday, March 16, 10:00am – Free Thought Forum – “Theism: Can We Be Rational about It?”  
Andrew Kerr will present Part One of his two-part Free Thought Forum series on Theism.  Part Two is 
scheduled for May 18th.  Stay awhile afterward, to meet and talk with Andrew. 
 
Sunday, March 23, 10:00am – We’ll have a short program, followed by the congregational meeting 
and affirmation vote.  There’s a chance we’ll have a hike afterwards – if the weather and conditions are 
favorable.  If so, the program may well be related to the hiking adventure.  Please stay tuned! 
 

'otes from Members and Friends 
 
A “Fences” Cornucopia at River Arts… and Elsewhere! 
 
Between Fences – through April 5th.  This Smithsonian Museum on Main Street exhibition is complemented by 
a Wisconsin Humanities exhibit.  Also: Antique Barbed Wire Collections, Surveyor's Maps and Instruments, 
Eagle View Interactive Walking Map of Eagle Habitat, and StoryCorps Kiosk.  River Arts Center, 105 9th 
Street, Prairie du Sac.  Gallery hours are:  M-F 8am-8pm; Saturdays and Sundays 10am-4pm. 
 
Fences Poetry Slam – Thursday, March 6, 5-7pm, followed by Frostiana – A Suite of Seven Country Songs 
performed by the Sauk Prairie High School Chamber Singers.  River Arts Center.  
 
Inside the Fence Exhibit, Between Fences Expo – through April 5th.  Featuring the work of Zane Williams, Jill 
Metcoff, Greg Conniff, Jamie Young, Paula Bunch, David Heberlein and Andy Kraush.   Building 207 at the 
Badger Army Ammunition Plant.  Mondays–Thursdays, 10am-4pm.  
 
Wisconsin River Valley Fences – through April 5th.  Featuring railroad quilts by Mary Peetz, photographs by 
Marlene Meyer, impressionistic fence paintings by Carol Kratochwill, and barbed wire sculptures by Howard 
Diehl.  Tripp Memorial Museum, 565 Water Street, Prairie du Sac.  Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays: 9am-1pm; 
Fridays: 9am-6pm. 

 


