Dear Members and Friends, March 13, 2008

The MELT is on! Ihaven’t detected any leaks in the Hall, and no one’s streaked the Park, yet, but the
squirrels are on the look-out. At home the ice dam is, well, still a subject of imprecation. Enjoy!

This Sunday at Park Hall

Our guest speaker for this Sunday’s will be Andrew Kerr, who will be addressing
the topic, “Theism: Can We Be Rational About 1t?” — the first of his two FTF talks on Theism. (The
second is scheduled for May 18th.) Andrew will linger longer than usual after the program to meet and
converse with congregation members and friends. We’ll have snacks and refreshments before and
after the program. Please join us!

Affirmation Vote — for Our New Speaker — on Easter Sunday, March 23"

Following the program on Easter Sunday, we will convene an official meeting of the Free
Congregation for an affirmation vote on the Search Committee's and Board's unanimous
recommendation of Andrew Kerr to be our part-time Speaker on a one-year contract at 12-14 hours per
week. In addition to his other duties, Andrew will lead one program per month, on either the 2" or 4™
Sunday, beginning in May. Following his first evaluation — probably near the end of August — he may
be asked to lead both the 2™ and 4™ Sunday programs — still on a quarter-time contract.

According to our bylaws, only the congregation can hire or dismiss a Minister or Speaker. All active
members of the Free Congregation are eligible to vote — either for or against the hiring of the Speaker.
Absentee balloting is available. If you are unable to attend the meeting on the 23", a ballot can be
filled out and signed at Park Hall this Sunday, March 16", You may request a ballot by mail prior to
noon on Monday, March 17", Contact Michael Whaley, 608-588-2048. Such ballots must be
returned and received no later than Saturday, March 22", A sample ballot is attached to the end of
this newsletter.

If you have not yet met Andrew Kerr, or had an opportunity to hear him speak, please consider coming
to this Sunday’s , at which Andrew will be the presenter.

Pledges, Checks, Collection Baskets, and other Hobgoblins

We’ve arrived at that confusing time of year: still three-and-a-half months left in our fiscal year, which
ends June 30™, but on the verge of a new Pledge Campaign season. If you’re still making payments on
your 2007-08 pledge, and are using the Sunday offering (collection basket) for your “deposit”, please
be sure to write “Pledge 07-08” in the memo line. Otherwise it will be counted as a contribution to the
offering... which ends up in a “whole ‘nother place” in our accounts. Thanks for your help with this!

The 2008-09 Pledge Campaign will take place throughout the month of April. By the end of this
month you will be receiving, in the mail, all pertinent information and a new pledge form.

Park Hall Historic Funding: Almost There and Looking to Finish

We are now up to $6400 of the $7600 needed to match the grant from the Wisconsin Projects
Fund of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The $15,200 total will fund a Historic Structure
Report (HSR) for Park Hall and its campus. If you can help us wrap up the fund-raising, now is the
time to contribute. Thank you!
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If you can help, please make out a check to Park Hall Preservation Foundation and write “HSR

Fund” in the memo line. All contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. If you have
questions, please contact Michael Whaley, who is coordinating the HSR effort.

Dance I, the Sequel, Postponed Until April

Because of a batch of busy Sundays in March, the second round of dance classes has been rescheduled
for April. This set of four classes will follow the same structure and format as the last set of classes,
reviewing the basic skills and adding more moves. If you have any experience at all in these dances,
this is for you!

4 WEEK DANCE SERIES$ (! * o+ ( , - .+ /%
Sundays: April 6, 13,20,27. Time: 12:30-2:00pm

Place: Park Hall (downstairs)

Cost: $25/person; $45 for any 2 people, one who wants to learn to lead and one to follow
Instructors: RuthAnn Corrao and Matt Baumgartner

Minimum: 10 people  Registration: RuthAnn: 608-643-3488 or rutabegga_2000@yahoo.com

Tyrol Basin Ski Trip Scheduled for March 16"

The once-postponed ski trip to Tyrol Basin, near Mount Horeb, will try again on March 16™. Head out
with guide Reece Donihi after the program or plan to convene at 1:00 p.m. at Tyrol. Reece Donihi —
ramphoto@verizon.net — 608-643-8326 (home) — 608-345-0339 (cell).

Upcoming Programs and Events at Park Hall

Sunday, March 16, 10:00am — Free Thought Forum — “Theism: Can We Be Rational about 1t?”
Andrew Kerr will present Part One of his two-part Free Thought Forum series on Theism. Part Two is
scheduled for May 18", Stay awhile afterward, to meet and talk with Andrew.

Sunday, March 23, 10:00am — We’ll have a short program, followed by the congregational meeting
and affirmation vote. There’s a chance we’ll have a hike afterwards — if the weather and conditions are
favorable. If so, the program may well be related to the hiking adventure. Please stay tuned!

Events of Note — from Members and Friends

Stand for Peace on the WI River (Hwy 12) Bridge, Sauk City — Saturday, March 15, 11:00am —
Noon. On this, the 5" anniversary of the Iraq invasion, you can make a stand for peace. And you can
make a sign for your stand for peace at Park Hall: 6:30-8:30pm Friday, March 14" and/or 9:30-
10:45am Saturday, March 15", Sign supplies will be provided. Although some members of the Free
Congregation are instrumental in coordinating this event, this announcement does not constitute a
congregational endorsement. (It is unclear whether we have to say that for legal and tax exemption
reasons... so that’s why we’re saying it!)

Stan Temple Discusses “Aldo Leopold and Private Lands” — Friday, March 14, 7:00pm, River Arts
Center. Part ofthe 0 ( cornucopia of activities.

Jack Holzhueter Discusses “Glass Fences: Sauk Prairie’s Less Visible Divides” — Saturday, March
15, 7:00pm, River Arts Center. Part ofthe O ( cornucopia of activities.



A “Fences” Cornucopia at River Arts... and Elsewhere!

Between Fences — through April 5. This Smithsonian exhibition is
complemented by a Wisconsin Humanities exhibit. 1 Antique Barbed Wire Collections,
Surveyor's Maps and Instruments, Eagle View Interactive Walking Map of Eagle Habitat, and
StoryCorps Kiosk. River Arts Center, 105 9th Street, Prairie du Sac. Gallery hours are: M-F 8am-
8pm; Saturdays and Sundays 10am-4pm.

Inside the Fence Exhibit, Between Fences Expo — through April 5. Featuring the work of Zane
Williams, Jill Metcoft, Greg Conniff, Jamie Young, Paula Bunch, David Heberlein and Andy Kraush.
Building 207 at the Badger Army Ammunition Plant. Mondays—Thursdays, 10am-4pm.

Wisconsin River Valley Fences — through April 5. Featuring railroad quilts by Mary Peetz,
photographs by Marlene Meyer, impressionistic fence paintings by Carol Kratochwill, and barbed wire
sculptures by Howard Diehl. Tripp Memorial Museum, 565 Water Street, Prairie du Sac. Tuesdays,
Thursdays, Saturdays: 9am-1pm; Fridays: 9am-6pm.

Free Congregation of Sauk County Speaker Affirmation Vote March 23, 2008
SAMPLE BALLOT - not for official use
In the matter of the affirmation vote for Andrew Kerr as the part-time Speaker of the Free

Congregation of Sauk County, I, , a member-in-good-standing of the Free
Congregation of Sauk County, vote as follows:

Q I vote to affirm the Free Congregation Board of Directors’ recommendation of Andrew Kerr to
be our part-time Speaker on a one-year contract at 12-14 hours per week.

O Ivote to NOT affirm the Board’s recommendation of Andrew Kerr.

signature date



