
 

 

Dear Members and Friends,      March 26, 2008 
 
The weekly winter storm watch has been posted for Thursday into Friday, but whenever I hear it 
mentioned in conversation, I observe a very different expression on people’s faces, a different tone in 
their voices… from what I saw and heard just a few weeks ago.  It’s not unlike what one might see on 
TV on election night: the reporter is at this or that candidate’s election night gathering, asking the 
assistant campaign manager how she feels about the candidate’s chances.  The vote totals are pretty 
close, 25% of the precincts have yet to report, but the manager knows that it’s in the bag – all the key 
precincts have broken their way – but can’t say that.  So instead she gets this certain expression on her 
face, this unmistakable tone in her voice…!  (See below for more on political campaigns!)  On the 
home front there’s snow on the roof but no ice dam in the roof valley; and Gigi has successfully 
chopped through the last stubborn patch of December ice on the driveway.  The melt has yet to reach 
the Bloodroot patch out back, but I know that at Walking Iron Park in Mazomanie the Pasque Flowers 
are bringing the ball into the forecourt, while the Badger basketball team is breaking into blossom in 
Detroit!  Ah, April is almost here!         – Michael  
  
This 5

th
 Sunday at Park Hall 

 
We will have a 30-40 minute program at the Hall featuring personal views of spring.  You are invited 
to bring your own story, poem, song, or memory to share.  Then everyone is invited on a field trip to 
Olbrich Gardens in Madison, where an art show and the outside gardens can be viewed for free.  
Carpooling is encouraged and available.  For more information, call Reece Donihi, 608-643-8326. 
 

Andrew Kerr Affirmed as Our $ew Speaker!  
 
Though we employed a secret ballot at the special meeting of the congregation last Sunday, the 
resulting vote to affirm Andrew Kerr as our Speaker was unanimous: 34 yes, 0 no.  Clearly, the 
vote was an endorsement not only of Andrew but also of the Free Congregation membership’s 
involvement in the nine-month-long process of discernment and self-examination AND of the 
intensive search process expertly conducted by our Search Committee and overseen by the Board 
of Directors. We all owe a debt of gratitude, especially, to Search Committee members Eleanor 
Chiquoine, Curt Meine, Mary Ellen Sabourin, Fred Clark, and (our President) Beth Persche.  The 
Committee developed and distributed the job description and congregational profile, received and 
reviewed the applications that came in from four very strong candidates, checked all references, 
interviewed the four candidates at length, and then unanimously recommended Andrew Kerr to the 
Board of Directors.  The Board, in turn, interviewed Andrew and recommended him to the 
congregation for affirmation. 
 
The congregation itself has good reason to feel proud of what it has accomplished.  To find another 
such self-designed, sustained, and participatory process, one might have to look back to 1955, 
when the congregation decided to affiliate with the American Unitarian Association – in essence 
marrying its destiny to what was to become the Unitarian Universalist liberal religious movement. 
 
Because Andrew has other callings – in particular, his family’s organic CSA farm – he will not be 
joining us in full until May.  In the meantime he will be putting in three to five hours a week in 
meetings with the Personnel Committee, the Board, the Administrator, and with some of our 
Standing Committees – in general, getting oriented to the Free Congregation.  Andrew’s first 
official appearance as Speaker of the Free Congregation will be on Sunday, May 25th. 



 

Park Hall: Historic Structure, Cultural Landmark 
 
We are now up to $7350 of the $7600 needed to match the grant from the Wisconsin Projects 
Fund of the National Trust for Historic Preservation – enough for Isthmus Architecture to send us the 
contract, enough for us to anticipate the arrival of friendly experts who will gently evaluate, assess, 
poke, and peek into our cherished Park Hall!   If you can help us wrap up the HSR fund-raising, please 
make out a check to Park Hall Preservation Foundation (PHPF) and write “HSR Fund” in the memo 
line.  All contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  If you have questions, please 
contact Michael Whaley, who is coordinating the HSR effort.  This will be the final newsletter 
appeal for HSR funds… though of course we’ll keep you updated on the work as it progresses.  
Thank you! 
 
At some time in the near future, quite likely before summer, we expect to host a public meeting at Park 
Hall that will bring together the Isthmus team, the PHPF, and the preservation advisory group 
(comprising congregation members and friends from the greater community) to explain both the HSR 
and the anticipated long-term preservation and restoration projects.  We are now looking for people 
to serve on a restructured PHPF board; also to join the advisory group.  If you are interested, or 
have someone to recommend, please contact Michael as soon as possible. 
 

2009 is Park Hall’s 125
th
 anniversary year.  Help make it an unforgettable one! 

 

A Candidate for Public Office from Among Our Ranks! 
 
Fred Clark, Past President of the Free Congregation Board of Directors, has announced his Democratic 
candidacy for the District 42 State Assembly seat now held by Republican J.A. “Doc” Hines.  

Congratulations Fred!  Find out more by visiting his campaign website: www.clarkforwisconsin.org  

 

Dance II – the Sequel 
 
This set of four classes will follow the same format as the last set of classes, reviewing the basic skills 
and adding more moves.  If you have any experience at all in these dances, this is for you! 

 
4 WEEK DA$CE SERIES (one week each of East Coast Swing, Fox Trot, Waltz, & Country 2-Step) 
Sundays:  April 6, 13, 20, 27.     Time:   12:30-2:00pm 
Place:  Park Hall (downstairs) 
Cost:   $25/person; $45 for any 2 people, one who wants to learn to lead and one to follow 
Instructors:  RuthAnn Corrao and Matt Baumgartner 
Minimum: 10 people       Registration: RuthAnn: 608-643-3488 or rutabegga_2000@yahoo.com 

 

Dances at Park Hall Scheduled for April 5
th
 and 19

th
  

 
We’re putting our best feet forward and announcing two Saturday evening dances at Park Hall!  The 
first – a contra dance featuring the musicianship of Curt Meine and Scott Weber and the calling 
prowess of Mike Mossman – will be on April 5th from 7 to 11p.m.   Contra dances, square dances, 
circles, waltzes, mixers, and more.  All dances will be taught.  Admission is $5.00. 
 
The second – a ballroom dance with DJ – will be on April 19th.  An introductory dance lesson – free 
with your admission of $7.50 – will be offered from 7-8pm, with the dance to follow… until 11:00.  
Mark your calendars!   

 

 



 

Upcoming Programs and Events at Park Hall 
 
Sunday, March 30, 10:00am – 5

th
 Sunday at the FCSC – “Personal Views of Spring” (see above). 

 
Sunday, April 6, 10:00am – Spiritual Reflection Hour – This roundtable discussion, on the topic of 
“Our Connection to Nature”, will be facilitated by RuthAnn Corrao. 
 

Events of $ote – from Members and Friends 
 
FC Member Curt Meine to Present the Aldo Leopold Lecture in $atural Resources on April 22 
 
Curt’s talk is titled “Deep Roots of Ecosystem Management: Aldo Leopold and Germany’s Dauerwald, 
1935”.  Reception 3-4pm, Lecture 4-5pm, Room 184 Russell Labs, 1630 Linden Drive, UW-Madison.  
We’ll have complete information at Park Hall.  Or see the attached PDF file. 
 
A “Fences” Cornucopia at River Arts… and Elsewhere! 
 
$ow until April 5th-  Between Fences Smithsonian Institute's Museum on Main Street exhibit, StoryCorps 
exhibit, William Canfield's 1859 map of Sauk County and his surveying instruments, Charles and Barbara 
Ploetz and Qual Line Fence barbed wire collections, Sauk Prairie students' art work related to fences-  
River Arts Center Gallery-  Gallery hours this week are:  Monday-Saturday, 8am-8pm, Sunday:10-4:00. 
  
 Wednesday, March 26- 6:30 p.m.- Fences Community Read Book Discussion of Tortilla Curtain by 
T.C.Boyle- Blue Spoon Creamery Cafe, 550 Water Street, Prairie du Sac- Facilitator:  Trina Ruyle, English 
teacher at Sauk Prairie Middle School 
  
Saturday, March 29-  Badger Ammunition Plant Bus Tours-  Sorry, all seats are filled. You may call 643-
5634 to be placed on a waiting list.  Leave your name, phone number, e-mail (if available) and your 
requested number of reservations. 
  
Saturday, March 29- Harvey Jacobs speaks on This Land is Whose Land? – What a Fence Means: Private 
Property in America, Past, Present and Future.  Mr. Jacobs is a Professor in the Department of Urban and 
Regional Planning and the Gaylord Nelson Institute of Environmental Studies, UW-Madison.  River Arts 
Center Theater, 7:00 p.m. 
  
Tuesday, April 1- The Milagro Beanfield War – Feature Film directed by Robert Redford and set in a 
small town in New Mexico where developers threaten its tranquility. River Arts Center Theater, 7 p.m. 
  
Wednesday, April 2- Rob Nurre,  Surly Surveyor presentation- Using his survey field notes and plat 
maps as a guide, he will tell of the landscapes recorded, its rolling prairies and scattered oaks, the sluggish 
streams and marshes and the towns just being built along the Wisconsin River- River Arts Center, 7 p.m.   
  
$ow until April 5- "Inside the Fence" Exhibit- Between Fences Expo- River Arts Festival- Mondays 
through Thursdays- 10 a.m.-4 p.m.- Building 207 at the Badger Army Ammunition Plant- work of Zane 
Williams, Jill Metcoff, Greg Conniff, Jamie Young, Paula Bunch. 
  
$ow until April 5-  Tripp Memorial Museum- Wisconsin River Valley Fences Exhibit-  Featuring the 
work of Mary Peetz, Quilter, Mark Kindschi, Wire Collector, Carol Kratochwill, Contemporary Artist, 
Marlene Kindschi Meyer, Photographer and Howard Diehl, Wire and Horseshoe Craftsman.  Tuesday, 
Thursdays and Saturdays- 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and Fridays, 9 a.m. until 6 p.m.  644-8444 
 


