Dear Members and Friends, April 2, 2008

I won’t open this week’s newsletter with talk of the weather. Nope. I’ll just urge you to enjoy it!

This 1* Sunday at Park Hall

RuthAnn Corrao will facilitate this Sunday’s “roundtable” Spiritual Reflection Hour on the topic of
“Our Connection to Nature and the Earth”. RuthAnn asks participants to bring a favorite paragraph or
quote and/or personal reflection on how they connect with Spirit through nature and the outdoors — in
terms of giving as well as receiving. Those who just want to listen-in are always welcome too!

We’ve Launched the 2008-09 Annual Giving Campaign — aka “The Pledge”

Within the next few days most of you will be receiving a thicker-than-usual mailing from the Free
Congregation. In it you will find all the information you need — likely MORE than you need — to make
your annual contribution in support of our one-of-a-kind, no-other-such-place-on-earth free religious
community. This year we are urging, pleading, cajoling — everything short of bribing — people to
return their pledge cards by May 1%, The reason is (and you know we don’t use that word
lightly here at the FC): we plan our next year’s budget in May and in order to do that in a responsible
manner we need to have a very reliable estimate of what our revenues will be. As always, we prefer to
approach this gently and quietly, but as April progresses, and your pledge card continues to sit idly on
your kitchen counter, we’ll have no choice but to let President Beth Persche out of her cage — and you
know what THAT means!

We Did It! Let the HSR Begin!

We have met — even slightly exceeded — our $7600 match for the Wisconsin Projects Fund grant!
We received 19 separate donations, representing 28 people — of whom 18 are FC members. Four
different members of the far-flung Ochsner clan contributed! On behalf of all of us who love and
treasure Park Hall — and look forward to its preservation and promotion as one of America’s most
important and extraordinary cultural landmarks, THANK YOU!

At some time in the near future, quite likely before summer, we expect to host a public meeting at Park
Hall that will bring together the team from Isthmus Architecture, the Park Hall Preservation
Foundation, and the preservation advisory group (comprising congregation members and friends from
the greater community) to explain both the HSR and the anticipated long-term preservation and
restoration projects. We are now looking for people to serve on a restructured PHPF board; also
to join the advisory group. If you are interested, or have someone to recommend, please contact
Michael as soon as possible.

Dance this Saturday Night, April 5", at Park Hall

This special event, from 7 to 11pm, will feature the musicianship of Curt Meine and Scott Weber and
the calling prowess of Mike Mossman. Contra dances, square dances, circles, waltzes, mixers, and
more. All dances will be taught. Admission is $5.00.

The next dance event is Saturday night, April 19™. It will be a ballroom dance with DJ. An
introductory dance lesson — free with your admission of $7.50 — will be offered from 7-8pm, with the
dance to follow, until 11:00... or until the pumpkin coach arrives! Mark your calendars!



Dance Classes (the Sequel) — We Need More Enrollees!

In order for these classes to happen, RuthAnn and Matt need at least three more couples or seven
individuals to sign up by this Saturday. This set of four classes will follow the same format as the last
set of classes, reviewing the basic skills and adding more moves. If you have any experience at all in
these dances, this is for you!

4 WEEK DANCE SERIES " g
Sundays: April 6,13, 20,27. Time: 12:30-2:00pm

Place: Park Hall (downstairs)

Cost: $25/person; $45 for any 2 people, one who wants to learn to lead and one to follow
Instructors: RuthAnn Corrao and Matt Baumgartner

Minimum: 10 people  Registration: RuthAnn: 608-643-3488 or rutabegga_2000@yahoo.com

Upcoming Programs and Events at Park Hall

Sunday, April 6, 10:00am — Spiritual Reflection Hour — This roundtable discussion, on the topic of
“Our Connection to Nature and the Earth”, will be facilitated by RuthAnn Corrao. & "

Thursday, April 10, 6:30pm — Free Congregation Board Meeting. Park Hall.

Sunday, April 13, 10:00am — 2™ Sunday UU Service — Longtime friend of the Free Congregation,
Jane Hawley Stevens, will offer a Reflection on “Earth Days”.

Events of Note — from Members and Friends

UW Arboretum Features FC Member Todd Persche’s Watercolors

Todd’s beautiful paintings feature craftsman-style frames made from local wood that he constructs in
his workshop. The exhibit runs from March 1 through April 29 in the Steinhauer Trust Gallery,
located in the Arboretum Visitor Center, 1207 Seminole Highway, Madison. Open during regular
Visitor Center hours: 9:30am to 4pm weekdays, 12:30 to 4pm weekends. Reception April 13",

A “Fences” Cornucopia at River Arts... and Elsewhere!

Now until April S5th- Between Fences Smithsonian Institute's Museum on Main Street exhibit, StoryCorps
exhibit, William Canfield's 1859 map of Sauk County and his surveying instruments, Charles and Barbara
Ploetz and Qual Line Fence barbed wire collections, Sauk Prairie students' art work related to fences- River
Arts Center Gallery- Gallery hours this week are: Tuesday Wednesday and Thursday, April 1-3- 10 a.m.-
8:00 p.m. and Friday and Saturday, April 4-5, 10 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 3- Poetry Slam- Come and share your favorite poetry. Does not need to be original poetry.
5-7 p.m. River Arts Center Gallery

Now until April 3- 'Inside the Fence' Exhibit- Between Fences Expo- River Arts Festival- Mondays through
Thursdays- 10 a.m.-4 p.m.- Building 207 at the Badger Army Ammunition Plant- work of Zane Williams, Jill
Metcoff, Greg Conniff, Jamie Young, Paula Bunch

Now until April 5- Tripp Memorial Museum- Wisconsin River Valley Fences Exhibit- Featuring the work of

Mary Peetz, Quilter, Mark Kindschi, Wire Collector, Carol Kratochwill, Contemporary Artist, Marlene Kindschi
Meyer, Photographer and Howard Diehl, Wire and Horseshoe Craftsman. Tuesday, Thursdays and Saturdays- 9
a.m.-1 p.m. and Fridays, 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. 644-8444

Also Coming Up at River Arts: Alice in Wonderland will be performed by the Storybook Dance Theater
on April 23 at 7:30 p.m. in the River Arts Center Theater. Tickets are $7.00 for children, $14.00 for adults: See
www.riverartscenter.org



