
 

 

Dear Members and Friends,       April 16, 2008 
 
We will do this week’s newsletter with as little prose as possible.  My plane for Amsterdam is 
warming up on the runway and I’m still looking for a suitcase to pack into.  Tulips ahoy!  There will be 
no newsletter next week, so please scrutinize the calendar of events, below.  Or visit our website:  
www.freecongregation.org.  May spring come in – slowly – while I’m away!    – Michael  
 

This Sunday’s Free Thought Forum with Art Lloyd 
 
Art Lloyd and his wife Sue first came to Madison in 1968 to work in the area of campus ministry at the 
St. Francis House on the UW-Madison campus.  He became very involved (and continues to be 
involved) in numerous anti-war activities.  In response to the Reagan administration’s financial support 
of oppressive, violent regimes throughout Central America, Art helped to found the Wisconsin 
Committee on Central America.  He continues to be involved in Central American issues and now 
works with the Wisconsin Apprentice Organizers Project.  This project works to train and empower 
grassroots organizers from marginalized communities in Wisconsin, drawing participants from the 
communities of color as well as from the gay/lesbian and disabled communities, particularly in the 
Milwaukee and Madison areas.  Art will be posing this question to our congregation on Sunday: 

How do we as people committed to social justice support tribes and build beloved community? 
 

Tom Arbogast Update 
 
Molly and Bill Arbogast write:  
 
Tom is doing better each day in the rehabilitation facility in Florida.  Today (Monday, April 14) he was able to walk with the 
aid of a walker for an entire 150 feet!  His left leg moved well during the walk.  (Although movement is still limited on the left 
side.)  He's been doing a lot of exercises to work on relearning motor skills and to get more movement back to his left arm 
and leg.  His reading is not bad, he misses a few words and tires easily.  But he did request a newspaper this weekend 
(surprise) and read about the Yankees! 
  
Thanks to those of you who sent cards.  Evidently he received a lot of them today and it really lifted his spirits.  If you feel 
like sending a card, the address is below. 
  
At this point, it looks like he'll be down there until around May 2.  We're still not sure about that date, or of what the next step 
will be and how to get him back to Wisconsin (drive/fly).  It's still difficult for him to lift the phone by himself, so cards are 
probably best for now.  Please pass this on to any of Tom's friends who may not be on this original list.  Hope this finds you 
all doing well.  The address:   Tom Arbogast 

c/o Ridgelake Hospital 

6400 Edgelake Drive 

Sarasota, FL  34240 
  

 

Please Fill Out the “How You Can Help the Free Congregation” Survey 
 
This is your opportunity to let us know how you would be most motivated to make our one-of-a-kind 
community even more vital and active.  The survey is attached/enclosed with this newsletter and 
copies are available at Park Hall.  You may drop them in the Administrator’s box in the Admin office 
at the Hall or mail them to 307 Polk Street, Sauk City, WI 53583.  Thank you!  
 

Thanks to our Food Pantry Volunteers – They Go to Work this Saturday, April 19 
 
Thanks to Erin and Scott Raasch; Jack Ferver; Meghan, Devin, and Morgan Hessler; Sally Dahir; and 
Jim Mundt for volunteering to work our annual Food Pantry shift from 9:00 to 11:15 a.m.  When you 
next see them, please give them a “thank you” and a pat on the back – assuming the back isn’t aching 
from loading a half ton of frozen venison into patrons’ cars!   
 



We 6eed YOU to Help with 2008 Special Events: Meeting on April 27th 
 
Two (and possibly three) special fundraising events have been planned for 2008.  We’re looking to 
have a food & information booth at Fighting Bob Fest (and possibly one at the Cow Chip Throw as 
well) and, the big one, an October Fest celebration on October 4th in the Freethinkers Park with an 
auction during the day and (maybe) a dance at night in Park Hall. 
 
Board President Beth Persche will convene a meeting following the Sunday program on April 27th for 
all who are interested in helping – in any capacity and however much – with one or more of these 
events.  If you can’t make that meeting, please contact Beth asap to let her know of your interest. 
 
The last two years we’ve earned $0.00 through fundraising.  Let’s change that in a big way and have 
some FUN as well.  Thank you! 
 

Upcoming Programs and Events – Please Check Carefully (it’s 2 weeks’ worth!) 
 
Saturday, April 19, 7:00-11:00pm – Ballroom Dance at Park Hall.  A DJ will be spinning your 
ballroom favorites.  An introductory dance lesson – free with your admission of $7.50 – will be offered 
from 7-8pm, with the dance to follow, until 11:00... or until the pumpkin coach arrives!  If you can 
help with set-up, etc., please give RuthAnn a call: 608-643-3488 
 

Sunday, April 20, 10:00am – Free Thought Forum – Art Lloyd has worked as an activist and 
community organizer in the Madison area for many years.  Today he’ll talk about his current work: 
developing, training, and empowering people in Madison’s under-served communities. 
 
Tuesday, April 22 -- FC member Curt Meine will present the Aldo Leopold Lecture in Natural 
Resources.  Curt’s talk is titled “Deep Roots of Ecosystem Management: Aldo Leopold and Germany’s 
Dauerwald, 1935”.  Reception 3-4pm, Lecture 4-5pm, Room 184 Russell Labs, 1630 Linden Drive, 
UW-Madison. 
 
Through April 29

th – Todd Persche’s beautiful watercolor paintings in homemade craftsman-style 
frames are on display in the Steinhauer Trust Gallery, located in the Arboretum Visitor Center, 1207 
Seminole Highway, Madison. Open during regular Visitor Center hours: 9:30am to 4pm weekdays, 
12:30 to 4pm weekends. 
 

Sunday, April 27, 10:00am – Special Program – Maria Hansa has assembled a panel of health 
care professionals who will explore the topic of Integrative Medicine.  Amos Roe will provide music.  
More details to come. 
 
Sunday, January 18, 2009 – Bryan Bowers concert at Park Hall, 3:00pm.  The world’s premier 
autoharpist will return to our Hall to delight us with song, story, and virtuoso playing.  Sister Mary 
Grace’s autoharp playing was nothing like this!  (No offense, Sister Mary!) 
 

Other Happenings 
 
April 22 – SW Wisconsin Local Food Summit, 9am-4pm.  Baymont Convention Center, Belmont 
WI.  Registrations are still being accepted.  See: http://www.uwplatt.edu/cont_ed/localfare/local-food-
summit.html 
 
April 23, 4:30pm – “Partnership with 6ature” – Dr. Carolyn Merchant will deliver the Spring 
Agro-ecology Lecture.  She will explore the idea of a "partnership ethic": a new environmental ethic in 
which humans and nature are acknowledged as equally important actors.  Noland Zoology Building, 
Rm. 132, 250 N. Mills Street, UW-Madison.  Dr. Merchant is Professor of Science, Policy and 
Management at the University of California, Berkeley. 
 



April 23, 7:00pm – Guatemalan community activist Jeronimo Osorio Chen will be presenting in 
Spring Green at The Shed Restaurant, 123 N. Lexington Street.  Please contact Melinda Van Slyke for 
more information.  608-588-5223 or melinda@gofairtrade.net 
 
April 23, 7:30pm – Alice in Wonderland will be performed at the River Arts Center by the Storybook 
Dance Theater.  Tickets are $7.50 for children, $15.00 for adults.  See www.riverartscenter.org 
 


