Dear Members and Friends, April 30, 2008

May, at last! Among other things, that means the pro hockey and pro basketball playoffs only have
about a month to go, which means they will conclude about eight weeks after everyone stopped paying
attention. The next two weeks will find me in the woods — no, not looking for my wife, who goes off
in search of the big bad wolf (and a paycheck) along about the Ides of March; rather, I’ll be on the
lookout for my favorite spring ephemerals: morels! I’'m sure no one will be surprised by my prediction
of a later than average bloom — soil temperature is a key ingredient — but I am expecting a better
harvest than last year’s, which was way down after a bonanza year in 2006. Will there be morels on
the table at the annual Free Congregation Mother’s Day Breakfast? We’ll need some hot weather, and
right quick! - Michael

Members and Pledging Friends: Have You Returned Your Pledge Forms?

Just a reminder to all those who received pledge packets the first week of April: If you haven’t
already returned your pledge form, please send it in this week. The 2008-09 budget will be the
main item on the agenda at the FC Board of Directors meeting on May 8", and we really do need to
have a handle on our anticipated revenue in order to put together that budget, which will be voted on at
our annual meeting on June 8". Again, we only need to know of your pledge — your promised
contribution to the congregation for the 2008-09 fiscal year. Actual payments do not have to be made
yet. Thank you to those who have already pledged!

If you have misplaced your pledge form, please use the one enclosed with or attached to this
newsletter. If you did not receive a pledge packet, but think you should have — or would like to
(there’s a lot of good information in there about the congregation) — please contact Michael right away.

This Sunday’s Spiritual Reflection Hour

Jack Ferver will facilitate this Sunday’s roundtable discussion about Spiritual Legacies. We all know
about leaving material things to those who survive us, but what about the spiritual treasures and
discoveries that we’ve made or experienced in our lifetimes? Come and participate in the discussion;
or, feel free to just listen in. Coffee, tea, edibles, and great company.

Please Fill Out the “How You Can Help the Free Congregation” Survey

We’ve heard from about a dozen of you — thank you! — but our goal is to hear from everyone who
attends on a fairly regular basis. This is your opportunity to let us know how you would be most
motivated to make our one-of-a-kind community even more vital and active. We’ve listed about 25
ways that we’ve thought of — and at least half of them don’t require committee work! You’re also
welcome to contribute your own ideas. The survey is attached/enclosed with this newsletter and copies
are available at Park Hall. You may drop them in the Administrator’s box in the Admin office (bottom
left slot) at the Hall or mail them to 307 Polk Street, Sauk City, WI 53583. Thank you!

Andrew Kerr’s Office Hours, May through September

Andrew will be in the office at Park Hall from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. every other Wednesday. In May those
days will be May 7 and May 21. Please call or email him in advance if you would like to schedule an
appointment: 608-574-0227 or

Upcoming Programs and Events

Sunday, May 11, 10:00am — Mother’s Day Breakfast & Program — Breakfast, cooked and
catered by the guys, will be served at 9:00 a.m. sharp. At 10:00 a.m. everyone will be treated to a
special program produced and performed by the youth of our R.E. classes. Don’t miss a morsel! If



you’re looking for something to do mid-afternoon into evening, Jim Mundt has reserved a shelter at
Vilas Park in Madison. Contact Jim for more details: 643-2935, Kulehand Luke@yahoo.com

Sunday, May 18, 10:00am — Free Thought Forum — Andrew Kerr, Speaker of the Free Con-
gregation but here occupying the role of a guest presenter, will unfold Part II in his series on Theism.
(Andrew will debut as Speaker on May 25™.) Andrew’s topic this week will be Terra-theism.

Sunday, May 235, 10:00am — UU Service with Our New Speaker, Andrew Kerr —
Andrew’s Reflection will be “Life More Abundantly”: In the Gospel of John, Jesus promises his
followers “life more abundantly” if they understand his message. In a similar vein, the god Krishna in
the Bhagavad Gita promises “fullness of joy” to those who understand religious truth. What is this
“fullness” and “abundance” about which so many religions speak? Can we as freethinkers find
religious truth in these statements even outside the dogmas of specific religions? While we enjoy the
abundance of life in nature, so striking in late May, let’s gather together to explore the abundance of
life possible to us as human beings. Readings from Edna St. Vincent Millay, Mary Oliver, and Kahil
Gibran.

Sunday, January 18, 2009 — Bryan Bowers concert at Park Hall, 3:00pm. Also a fundraiser for
Park Hall Historic Preservation. The world’s premier autoharpist will return to our Hall to delight us
with song, story, and virtuoso playing.

Other Happenings

Thursday, May 1, 7:00 pm. May Day Mobilizations. In Madison, at Brittingham Park, 3:00 p.m.
In Chicago, rally at Union Park, 10:00 a.m. March at noon.

Thursday, May 1, 7:00 pm. UW Professor Emeritus Yi Fu Tuan will discuss his latest book,
Human Goodness, at the University Bookstore in the Hilldale Mall, Madison. Tuan, a pioneering
figure in the field of humanist geography, has built his reputation by exploring the intimate, intricate
connections between the landscape, community, beauty, and self. His numerous path-breaking books
include Topophilia, Passing Strange and Wonderful, The Good Life, and Who Am I?, and he has been
heralded by historian Simon Schama as, “one of the most remarkable and creative forces in the
intellectual life of our time.”

Saturday, May 3 — Earth/Conservation Event at the Alliant Energy Center (former Dane County
Coliseum), 9am-4pm — one day sale of Earth Machine backyard compost bins ($100 value) for $40 in
the parking lot. Cash or check only are accepted.

Saturday, May 3, 9:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. Audubon Art Fair — Enjoy a juried art fair of more than 100
artists in the full splendor of the Gardens. The fair features an art show and sale, a raffle, silent
auction, food tent, and kids’ activities. Sponsored by the Madison Audubon Society. For more
information call 608-255-2473.

THIS JUST IN! After lots of pressure from courageous folks such as Al Christianson, Bob Park, FUS
Doubters and others, Wisconsin Public Television has finally relented. The extremely difficult to find
(in America) British television documentary, Jonathan Miller’s A Brief History of Disbelief will now
be shown from 6:00 to 9:00 a.m. (prime time, of course!) on Sunday morning, May 25", A Brief
History of Disbelief combines an exploration of the origins of Miller’s own lack of belief with
historical perspective and interviews with eminent non-believers, including biologist Richard
Dawkins, philosopher Daniel Dennett, playwright Arthur Miller, and physicist Steven Weinberg.
"In making this series I have inevitably discovered that the history of faith and doubt is a great deal
more complicated than it might seem," says Miller.



